Good News
From New Life

October 1, 2026

Calendar of Coming Events

Oct 4 St Francis, Troy Dunn
Animal Blessing

Oct 6 Tuesday Evening Group

Oct 7 Wednesday Book Group
10:30 am, Parlor

Oct 11, 20 Pentecost, coffee hour
Taize 7 pm

Oct 18, St. Luke, Healing Service

Oct 19 Vestry 6 pm

Oct 25, 22 Pentecost, Musicians

Nov 1, All Saints

Nov 8, 24 Pentecost, Pete lole
Veterans Observance
Taize 7 pm

Nov 15, Bishop Anne’s visitation

Confirmation,Musicians, Coffee hour

Nov 20-21 Diocesan Convention

Nov 22 Christ the King

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day

Nov 29 Advent |, soloist

Dec 6 Advent Il St Nicholas

Dec 13 Advent lll St Lucia, Silver Tea

Dec 20 Advent IV

Dec 24 Christmas Eve 7 pm

Dec 25 Christmas Day 10 am

Our organist Valerie Thorson will
perform an organ recital Sunday, Oct. 4
at 4 pm at First Congregational Church
of Akron, 292 East Market St., 44308.
She was Director of Music and Organist
there for nearly 14 years, and she
oversaw the restoration of the 4-manual
Casavant pipe organ in 2006.

St Francis Animal Blessing

This Sunday, Oct. 4, we will hold
our annual Saint Francis service
including a blessing of animals. This
October 4 marks the 800" anniversary
of the death of the 13" century saint.
Troy Dunn will be our preacher.

All creatures great and small are
invited to the service. Each will be
blessed, by name, at the close of the
service. Please speak to your pets
about this and advise them that they will
need either a leash or a carrier. They
are welcome to offer their own
intercessory prayers throughout the
service.

The readings for the service are
those appointed for St. Francis’ feast
day, and also his writing, The Canticle
of the Creatures.

Please plan to attend, bring your
furry friends (or perhaps photos of
them), and invite your human friends to
come and bring their pets too.

Diocesan Convention Delegates

Vestry met September 21 and
certified our delegates to the Diocesan
Convention, to be held at Sawmill Creek
in Huron Nov. 20-21. Delegates will be
Larry Mackey, Pete lole and Troy Dunn.
Alternates will be Terri Mackey, Bo lole,
and Scott Bridges. Rev Barbara will
also attend.



Episcopal Minute: Pets galore!

Our annual animal blessing is a
favorite occasion, when we can bring
our pets to church and ask God’s
blessing upon them. There is an
extemporaneous feeling about the
occasion, as many of the creatures
often utter their own prayers and
intercessions whenever the mood
strikes them.

Saint Francis of Assisi was well
known for his interactions with animals.
Legendary (or not) stories proliferate
about his taming a wolf and preaching
to birds. He was a gentle person,
devoted to God and to a life of absolute
poverty. His ministry began when he
had a revelation that fancy clothes and
foods were not in God’s plan for
salvation. He was born rich, son of a
cloth merchant, but at his conversion,
he threw out all the fancy cloth and
stripped himself naked in the city
square. This got everyone’s attention.
He changed his garb to the simple
brown habit of a monk, and soon other
young men of Assisi began to join his
movement. Pope Innocent Il approved
the new order when Francis and his
band of beggars visited Rome in 1210.

Bishop Anne Visits on Nov. 15

The Rt. Rev. Anne Jolly, Bishop
of Ohio, will make her pastoral visit to
New Life on Sunday, Nov. 15. Anyone
wishing to be received or confirmed
should inform Rev. Barbara.

Updated Directory Available

Our Singers this fall

Ella Scofinski and Colten Grove
will sing for us about twice a month, and
Lacey Bibbee will also provide solos.:
Oct 25 Colten and Ella
Nov. 1 Lacey Bibbee
Nov. 15 Colten and Ella
Nov. 29 Lacey Bibbee

Coffee Hour Teams

Team 1: Darlene, Bo, Charlyn

Team 2: Marianne, Kathy, Julie, Rita,
(Oct 11 — casual coffee hour)

Team 3: Gladys, Laura, Judy R, Terri

(Nov 15 Bishop Anne’s Visitation)
December 13: Advent Silver Tea

Tuesday Evening Group

The Tuesday Evening Group will
meet Tuesday, Oct. 6, at Tom’s Crazy
Chicken. Those wishing to order dinner
are advised to come at 6 pm. Those
attending the meeting only may arrive at
6:45 pm. Jeff Maurer will lead the
discussion.

Wednesday Book Group

The Wednesday Group meets weekly at
10:30 am in the parlor. Sessions begin
with a short worship service honoring a
saint, led by Rev. Barbara.

The group has chosen a new
book for reading and discussion: The
Correspondent by Virginia Evans.

The group always goes out for lunch
together following the meeting.
Newcomers are always welcome.




Newsletter Deadline Tuesdays
Please submit articles for the newsletter
to Rev Barbara by the Tuesday before
publication. RevBLBond@msn.com

Fall Outreach by Terri Mackey
We will collect items for donation

to One-of-a-Kind Pet Rescue shelter

until the pet blessing on October 4.

Deadline this Sunday! Terri Mackey

will deliver all items.

Suggested Items for Pet Donations

Dry dog and cat food (Purina, Hill's,

Royal Canin)

Paper towels

Towels and fleece blanket (new and

used)

Gas cards

Laundry detergent

Trash bags

Bleach

Buckets

Flat bed sheets

Sleeping bags

Human baby bottles

Pet leashes (non-retractable)

Dog and cat carriers

Zip lock bags (all sizes)

Heating pads (no shut off)

Isopropyl alcohol

Hydrogen peroxide

Q-tips and cotton balls

Vestry 2026

Senior Warden: Larry Mackey
Junior Warden: Kathy Jernigan
Treasurer: Amy Allen

Clerk: Pete lole

Vestry members: Andrea Page, Scott
Bridges, Darlene Giffin
Priest-in-Charge: Rev Barbara Bond

Server Schedule
Altar Guild

Sept 26- Oct 2 Rita

Oct 3 -9 Terri

Oct 10 -16 Marianne
Oct 17 - 23. Rita

Oct 24 - 30 Terri

Oct 31 - Nov 6 Marianne
Readers

Oct4 Bo

Oct 11 Pete

Oct 18 Scott

Oct 25 Charlyn
Counters

Oct 4 Darlene and Julie
Oct 11 Julie and Kathy
Oct 18 Darlene and Andrea
Oct 25 Julie and Susan
Vestry in Charge

Oct 4 Darlene

Oct 11 Pete

Oct 18 Scott

Oct 25 Larry

Healers

Oct 4 Julie

Oct 11 Bo

Oct 18 All healers

Oct 25 Toni

Acolyte

Oct 4 Andrea

Oct 11 Diana

Oct 18

Oct 25

Vestry Goals 2026
1. Increase our parish visibility
a. Expand print advertising
b. Expand social media
c. Create social opportunities
2. Enhance evangelical programs
a. Expand music
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b. Create children’s program

c. Add meditation to Taize

d. Adults with Disabilities
Expand Music includes hiring soloists
from local colleges to perform on select
Sundays.
Create Children’s Program began with
creating a children’s area in the rear of
the nave.
Meditation instruction will be offered as
an enhancement of Taize services.
Adults with Disabilities events will
continue to be offered.

FISH Items for 2026

Please bring items to church
for the FISH food pantry.

January Canned soup
February = Peanut butter

March Toothpaste

April Cleaning products, dish soap
May Cereal

June Canned fruit

July Shampoo

August Fruit juice

September Cleaning products
October Cereal

November Pasta and pasta sauce
December Instant potatoes

Sunday Night Prayer Telecon
Join your New Life family in prayer for
about 15 minutes each Sunday night at
8 pm and start your week off prayerfully!
A few minutes before 8 pm call 720-
8432008. Enter the access code when
prompted: 420030#. If you use a smart
phone and would like a text reminder
and texted prayers, contact MJ at
330606-9904. Or pick up a flier in the
parlor with the prayers. Rotating telecon

leaders are Julie Martin, MJ Maling, Bo
lole and Jo Schiffbauer. We pray for our
church, our country, our world, and each
other’s concerns and thanksgivings

Deacon’s Dismissal
By Rev Josh Butler

What might | say for myself?
Born in 1949, I'll soon be 80. | am the
only son of an only son of an only
son. My mother was born in 1908, my
father in 1901. Our early years were
in Antigua, West Indies. | graduated
from a well regarded prep-school but
never came close to graduating
college. | worked at various jobs,
then invented my own work locating
missing heirs for banks and
attorneys. Ordained deacon
November 12, 2010. | was married
once in a church, twice in museums.
| love my wife, Linda, my three sons,
and almost everyone else.

9-30-26

Celebrating our Service of the
four Archangels

St. Michael, The Protector

St. Raphael, the Healer

St. Gabriel, the Messenger

Uriel, the Light-bringer



Archangel Michael Archangel Gabriel



